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Elements for the conclusions and recommendat ions 
of the 2 2 n d session of the Working Group on indigenous Populations 

Chairman's comments 

As agreed upon at the outset of the session, the Working Group will consider elements 
for the conclusions and recommendations of the 2 2 n d session of the Working Group 
on Indigenous Populations. 

The members of the Working Group met this morning to consider some of the 
proposals that have been made in the course of the debate. We want to express 
appreciation to all of you who have provided suggestions either in your interventions 
or in writing. 

The Working Group will be meeting during the Sub-Commission to adopt the report 
and finalize and agree upon the recommendations that we will send to our parent 
body. 

[ would, however, like to share with you some of the ideas thar we have been 
discussing and on which there is already agreement. 

1. Principal theme (indigenous peoples and conflict resolution) 

The WGIP will take note of the discussions under the agenda item and the most 
valuable information provided. In particular, we have heard about some of the root 
causes, traditional conflict resolution mechanisms of indigenous peoples, and your 
concerns that the international community play a more active role. 

W e will recommend that: 

• the WGIP include conflict prevention and resolution as a sub-item of item 4 
in 2005 

• the OHCHR organize a seminar on implementation of treaties, agreements 
and other constructive arrangements between indigenous peoples and States 

• the OHCHR organize a workshop on indigenous peoples and conflict 
prevention and resolution 

• the treaty bodies pay specific attention to situations of conflict involving 
indigenous peoples 

• the principal theme of its 23 r session will be "indigenous peoples and the 
protection of traditional knowledge in international and domestic law" 

• Sub-Commission consider best ways and means to protect indigenous peoples 
in cases of armed conflict, including those in which UN peace-keeping forces 
take part 



2. Review of developments 

T h e W G I P will conclude thai the item is a fundamental pan of its mandate, providing 
opportunities to indigenous peoples to provide timely and up-to-date information 
about their situations and for the WG to identify trends. 

However, the W G will recognize the need to consider how the item can be organized 
to ensure a more focused result and make proposals in this regard. 

3. Globalization 

The WGIP will express appreciation to the participants for the information provided 
as a follow up to the discussions last year on globalization. Information on this issue 
will be welcomed and made available.of the OHCHR website. 

4. Standard-setting 

T h e W G I P will continue to underline the importance of the standard-setting pan of its 
mandate. It will express appreciation to the members of the WG and the indigenous 
organizations that prepared working papers on indigenous peoples ' heritage and on 
the principle of free, prior and informed consent. We consider that the cooperation has 
been successful and demonstrated the value of this partnership between Sub-
Commiss ion experts and indigenous experts. 

The WGIP will recommend that: 

• Mr Yokota and the Saami Council prepare a further working paper containing 
substantive proposals on the draft principles and guidelines relating to 
indigenous peoples ' heritage 

• The OHCHR facilitate the organization of a consultation on the above 
guidelines with Mr Yokota, the Saami Council and other interested parties 

• Ms Motoc and Tebtebba prepare a draft commentary of the principle of free, 
prior and informed consent for consideration of the Working Group at its next 
session 

• The OHCHR to request information on the two standard-setting activities from 
governments, indigenous organizations, the UN system and NGOs 

International Decade 

The WG will recognize the importance of the Internationa! Decade of the World ' s 
Indigenous People, note the need for further efforts to improve the situations of the 
world ' s indigenous peoples, and welcome the decision of ECSOC to recommend that 
the General Assembly proclaim a second decade on the world's indigenous peoples. 

The WGIP will recommend that: 

• the General Assembly proclaim a second Decade for indigenous peoples to 
begin in 2005 and a programme of action to be elaborated during the vear for 
adoption by the General Assembly in December 2005 

• •• 


